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October 7. W04 



Doctor Cook, in his comments upon cholera, the returns from which 
were rather heavy during the first half of the year, points out that 
very little can be done to mitigate it, as it is largely introduced by 
pilgrims from outside. Especially is this true of those to the Kalighat 
Temple. The pilgrims bathe in, defecate alongside of, and drink the- 
water from Tolly's Nullah, a sluggish canal near the Kalighat Temple. 
The water of the Nullah is very impure, and has frequently been 
found to contain the cholera bacilli. Doctor Cook suggests that "the 
obvious measures are the improvement of the Nullah by diverting 
drainage and patrolling the banks in the early morning to prevent the 
commission of nuisance. The devotees who bathe in the water and 
drink it will continue to do so until the gradual spread of education: 
convinces them that they can serve gods equally well without risking 
their lives by drinking diluted sewage." The filtered water of the city 
is a wholesome water, containing no free ammonia nor nitrates, no 
"b. typho-abdominalis, b. entertides sporogenes, nor comma bacilli." 
The only unsatisfactory feature of it was the presence of bacteria of 
the colon group, which were found in every examination. Bacterial 
counts were generally below 100 per 1 cc. 

Doctor Cook makes an interesting point when he notes that the 
mortality from smallpox was low, as there is a more or less marked 
cycle in Calcutta extending over about five years, and we are at present 
in the period of comparative quiescence. 



ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Infectious diseases In 
Italy — Campaign against malaria — Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz — 
Plague in Africa and Turkey — Leprosy in Trinidad — Ankylosto- 
miasis in Germany. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, September 19, as follows: 
During the week ended September 17, 1904, the following-named 
ships were inspected at Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 

passengers 

inspected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 
large bag- 
gage in- 
spected 
and passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Number of 

steerage 

passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 


Sept. 13 

15 




New York 

do 


453 
284 
481 
198 


145 
130 
20 

55 


750 
700 
250 
340 


ia 




IS 


15 


Giulia 


do 


17 


16 




do 


10> 











PALERMO. 



Sept. 17 Sicilian Prince New York 



300 



18 



Infectious diseases in Italy. 

For the week ended September 15, 1904, the following is the status 
of infectious disease in Italy: 

Measles. — An epidemic prevailing in Roccagorga (Home) since July 
last has claimed more than 100 victims in a population of 2,000. It is 
now reported that the number of cases is considerably lessening. 
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Scarlatina. — A few cases are reported in Milan and Bergamo. 

Enteric fever. — Cases are reported in Rome, Milan, and in the 
provinces in which these cities are situated, in Taviano (Lecce), Cas- 
tellammare Adriatico (Teramo), in Chianni, Capannoli, Palaia (Pisa), 
Catanzaro, S. Martino dell'Argine (Mantova), Catania, and in the 
provinces of Arezzo and Bergamo. 

Diphtheria. — There are a few cases in Rome, Milan, and Catania, 
and 57 cases in the province of Arezzo. 

Smallpox. — Some cases are reported in Palermo and in the province 
of Potenza, and 1 case in Caltanisetta. 

Mortality in Palermo. 

Palermo (month of June, 1904). — Estimated population, 319,235. 
Total number of deaths, 554, including smallpox, 1; measles, 7; enteric 
iever, 5; diphtheria, 2; whooping cough, 2, and tuberculosis of lungs, 
44. Annual death rate per thousand, 20.82. 

The campaign against malaria in the Roman Campagna. 

During the antimalarial campaign that the Italian Red Cross organ- 
ization is making in the Roman Campagna, there were in the month of 
July, 1904, 180 relapses of malarial fever and 55 primary cases among 
8,164 individuals to whom quinine was distributed. July is the month 
in which the density of population in the Roman Campagna is at the 
maximum. The 180 relapsing cases were old sufferers from malaria 
who are under treatment only during their sojourn in the Campagna 
and who, returning to their native places, discontinue treatment. The 
52 primary cases, considering the large number of persons to whom 
quinine was administered, represent a low figure. This is especially 
notable this year because, since the beginning of the season, malaria 
has been present in a grave form. There were 103 examinations of 
blood made with 49 negative results, 5 of which were in persons affected 
with enteric fever. 

Mohammedan pilgrimage to the Hedjaz. 

The accounts published by the sanitary board of Alexandria (Con- 
seil Maritime et Quarantenaire) of the Mohammedan pilgrims to Mecca 
for the year 1904 indicate that on February 26, the day of the Wakfeh, 
namely, the eve of the feast, 200,000 pilgrims were assembled on 
Mount Arafat, the granite bill 15 miles east of Mecca. Of these, 
76,000 arrived by sea, landing at Djedda and Yambo, and 124,000 
arrived by land. Among the pilgrims and the inhabitants of Mecca 
there have been, it is stated, some cases of smallpox, enteric fever, and 
analarial fever, but no cases of other infectious or contagious diseases. 
The health conditions in the quarantine camp of Djebel-Tor were very 
.satisfactory. Out of 29,964 pilgrims disembarked there on the return 
voyage (pilgrims from the north — Egyptians, Barbars, Syrians, Turks, 
Persians, etc.), 248 entered the hospital with the following result: 
Castro-intestinal diseases, 88 cases and 45 deaths; surgical diseases, 79 
cases and 6 deaths; smallpox, 6 cases and 1 death; and common diseases, 
75 cases and 27 deaths, so that among 248 cases of sickness there were 
79 deaths. 

The pilgrims were held in quarantine not longer than 3 or 4 days, 
for the purpose of medical inspection and thorough disinfection of 
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soiled linen and clothing. Some hundreds of pilgrims (Sudanese and 
Abyssinians), after having crossed the Red Sea on board sambouks, 
landed at Suakin and were held in quarantine. Their effects were dis- 
infected there before the pilgrims received free pratique. Sambouks 
are small ships used for trade and fishing by the Arabs in the Red Sea. 
By reason of the small expense such vessels are frequently preferred 
by pilgrims for short voyages. 

Bubonic plague in East Africa. 

It is stated in official notifications of the German Government that 
in the neighborhood of the military station of Tringa, German East 
Africa, 30 days' march from the coast, there have been noticed since 
November last among the natives several suspect cases of plague, 
which after two or three days proved fatal. The disease was named 
by the natives "kyambafou." It was characterized by painful swell- 
ings in the groin, in the neck, and in the armpits. Great mortality 
among rats in the dwellings preceded the disease. The natives declare 
that the disease has appeared every year during the rainy season; 
hence it may be considered not as an importation, but as due to an 
«ndemic focus of plague existing for a long time. Together with 
bubonic cases there have also been pneumonia cases, chiefly in the 
seat of the Catholic mission of Tosamaganga, two and a half hours' 
march from Tringa, where in the beginning of February three 
monks, among others, were taken ill. 

At Tringa and Old Tringa, from January to the beginning of March, 
Ihere were 47 cases and 41 deaths; of these 4 cases and 2 deaths were 
among Europeans. The bacteriological examination confirmed the 
■diagnosis of plague. To prevent the spread of the epidemic the patients 
and suspects were isolated, and all infected things and dwellings either 
disinfected or burned. Plague corpses were interred with due pre- 
cautionary measures or burned. At each communication route guards 
have been appointed to stop caravans going out of the country, and 
to subject them to 11 days' quarantine. The caravans were also 
directed to expose their clothing and linen for a certain time to the 
sun. On March 15 the epidemic was diminishing, and since that time 
no further information has been received. 

Leprosy in Trinidad. 

The Italian consul at Port of Spain reports to his Government that 
local official statistics show that the number of lepers in the leper 
asylum, Port of Spain, on March 31, 1903, was 317. During the 
twelve months ended March 31, 1904, there were 85 admissions; 45 
inmates died during the same period and 44 were discharged, leaving 
313 under treatment, March 31, 1904. 

In Trinidad, during the year ended March 31, 1904, 26 meetings of 
the quarantine authorities were held, and 1,710 vessels, with crews 
numbering 8,020 persons and with 8,712 passengers, were placed 
under quarantine observation. 

Bubonic plague in Turkey. 

Two suspicious cases of bubonic plague were reported at Smyrna, 
September 5 and 7. One case died and the diagnosis of bubonic plague 
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was confirmed by bacteriological examination. By order of the sani 
tary authorities, all vessels leaving Smyrna are subject to medical 
inspection and disinfection. 

Asiatic cholera in Turkey. 

During the week ended August 13, 1904, in the vilayets of Bagdad, 
Bassora, and Mossul, there were reported 361 fresh cases of Asiatic 
cholera and 363 deaths (among these and previous cases). 

Ankylostomiasis in Germany. 

There were registered in the mining district of Arnsberg, Prussia,. 
2,383 cases of ankylostomiasis during the period from March , 3 to 
July 27, 1904. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Monterrey — Decrease in mortality. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, September 26, as 
follows: 

Nothing of special sanitary interest has occurred during the week 
ended September 24, 1904. In Monterey the comparatively low mor- 
tality continues. During the 7 days under consideration there were 
recorded in all 47 deaths. The lowering in the mortality is almost 
altogether due to the reduction in the number of deaths from disturb- 
ances of the gastro intestinal tract in children. 

Report from Progreso and Merida — Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever 

at Merida. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Harrison reports as follows: Weekended 
September 24, 1904: Estimated population, 8,000; deaths from all 
causes, 11. Sanitary conditions fair; weather hot and dry, with but 
one rain shower during the past month. Mosquitoes, however, are very 
few. 

Merida presents fair sanitary condition, but still reports continuance 
of 3'ellow fever. All cases of fever the nature of which is undeter- 
mined are sent at once to lazaretto or properly isolated. 

The following-named vessels have received bills of health: 



Date of 
arrival. 



Sept. 14 
14 
16 
16 
17 
20 
21 
21 



Vessel. 



Nile 

Picquaa 

Vueltabajo 

St. Croix a 

Vigilancia 

Miguel M. Pinillosa . 

Cape Antibes 

Daggry 



Where from. 



Boston 

New Orleans . 

Mobile 

New Orleans . 

New York 

New Orleans . 

New York 

do 



Number 
of crew. 



21 
23 
26 
67 
79 
53 
25 
16 



"All fumigated. 

Reports from Veracruz — Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Lumsden reports, September 21 and 28, 
as follows: 

During the week ended September 17, 1904, 5 vessels bound for 
United States ports were inspected and granted bills of health. 



